Growth rates of a Mediterranean Deep Coral vs. some
tropical species. Deep coral grows faster than thought
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Introduction and methods

Do cold corals grow slower than tropical ones? In order to obtain comparable data to answer this question,
we conducted a series of measurements during 12 weeks using the buoyant weight technique (Jokiel et al.
1978). Growth rates for three tropical corals: Stylophora pistillata, Turbinaria reniformis and Galaxea
fascicularis, and one deep coral species Madrepora oculata, has been recorded (Fig. 1). One set of the

four species were fed with Artemia salina nauplii, and another set was maintained without food (except the
azooxanthellate coral that was also fed). The three tropical zooxanthellate corals were kept with light and

by 20°C, Madrepora oculata in darkness and by 12°C.
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Stylophora pistillata and Turbinaria reniformis

present the highest growth rates under both 25 o
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These results point out the main importance of
heterotrophic diet for coral species and confirmed

that it should be play a more important role than 1
previously thought in calcification processes.
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